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Tyndall Airman keeps community on track

By Senior Airman
Cody R. Miller
325th Fighter Wing Public Affairs

TYNDALL AIR FORCE
BASE — It’s 5 p.m., the
normally bustling school
grounds are now empty
except for the group par-
ents filing on to the field,
getting ready for evening
practice. They line the
side of the track field with
lawn chairs and tailgates
as their children excit -
edly run out to meet their
coach. Their coach is clad
in basketball shorts and a
t-shirt, a contrast to his
normally clean cut military
uniform. He smiles and
jokes with the children.

He knows all their names,
their strengths and their
weaknesses. As both coach
and fellow member of the
community, he constantly
strives to make them better,
both on and off the field.

This Team Tyndall Airman
donates his time to mentor
and coach alocal cross-
country team comprised of
children from both the local
and military community,
including his own son.

U.S. Air Force Senior
Master Sgt. Antonio Mack,
325th Fighter Wing Air
Forces Northern/Tyndall
Command Center and 325th
Fighter Wing Staff Agency
superintendent, volunteers
as a coach for the Shal-
dera Track Club for kids.
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U.S. Air Force Senior Master Sgt. Antonio M

ack, 325th Fighter Wing Air Forces Northern/Tyndall

Command Center and 325th Fighter Wing Staff Agency superintendent, displays proper starting form to
his younger athletes at Rutherford High School in Panama City, Fla., on April 24. Mack coaches children
from Tyndall Air Force Base and the surrounding community for track and field competitions. [U.S. AIR
FORCE PHOTO BY SENIOR AIRMAN CODY R. MILLER]

Mack is responsible for
supervising over 150 per-
sonnel between the 325th
FW staff and command
post. A huge part of his
jobright now is Airmen,
taking care of them, han-
dling their problems and
making sure their part in
the mission gets done.

Where many people would
be tired or done at the end of
their work day, Mack finds
the time to trade in his boots
for sneakers every Mon-
day, Tuesday and Thurs-
day to train and mentor
children in the community
through track and field.

“Sports are areally great

avenue for kids to get all
their energy out, while
also having a great time in
the process,” said Mack
as his athletes perform
cooldown exercises behind
him. “We’re able to provide
kids with a sense of team-
work and foster a positive
influence for them and the
community. I believe that
this gives them an outlet to
get some of their frustra-
tions out and teaches them
how to persevere through
difficult situations.”
Through the local Shal-
dera Track Club, many Tyn-
dall families are provided
with a sense of belonging

that can otherwise be dif-
ficult to obtain because
of constant relocation.
It also has allowed Mack
and other service mem-
bers the time to spend with
their children in a fun and
positive environment.
“Coaching is great for
me because I'm able to
spend time with my son.
I also coach football and
Ifind that spending time
with him through coaching
brings us closer,” he added.
About half of the parents
and children in the team are
affiliated with Tyndall or the
Panama City Naval Sup-
port Activity. Panama City.

“Ireally enjoy train-
ing the kids and provid-
ing a close knit network
for them,” said Mack.
Through his career, Mack
has deployed eight times
to six different areas of
operation. He’s experi-
enced time away from his
family and tries to capital-
ize on opportunities like
sports to spend with them.
Military service can be
difficult not just for the
member’s deployed, but for
those left behind as well.
“One of the best aspects
about coaching is the impact
provided to a child whose
parents are deployed,”
Mack says as he looks over
the kids around him. “We
come together as a team,
and we are able to be there
for them and fill some of
the void they may have.”
For those children of
deployed military members,
or his own military troops,
Coach and Senior Master
Sgt. Antonio Mack is ready,
willing and able to step in
and help fill those voids.

See MACK, 2
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Tyndall recognizes 2018 CCAF graduates

Jermon Nelson Charles Gray
John Nickel Robert Hickman
325th Fighter Wing Public Affairs Michael Nikolica Irma Hinton
Tyrone Mckenzie Eric Cowan Helder Oliveira Daniel Hunsinger
TYNDALL AIR FORCE Lizmarie Mendez Whitley Cox Ricardo Orozco Chang Caitlin Jason
BASE — The Community Col- Warren Mobley Jorge Deleon Justin Osinga James Kenney
lege of the Air Force awarded John Morin Keith Engle Joshua Paslawski Kelsey Keppner
104 associate degrees to Team Andres Moya Dan Rey Fernandez Molly Piepenburg Brittni Kulp
Tyndall graduates for the Ryan Nintzel Natasha Fernandez Dakota Polo Remick Loudon
2017 Fall/2018 Spring fiscal Allyssa Opferbeck Kenneth Foster Daniel Ramize Brandt Mc Donough
year. Congratulations to all Tory Osmundson Paul Fry Christopher Rosser Cody Montoya
recipients. Matthew Phillips Samantha Fuller Lindsey Runge Stanley Nelson
Bryana Reisenauer Ashley Geralds Todd Shedlock Joseph Perez
Airman 1st Class Kole Rhodes Charles Glick Jonathan Showns Benjamin Perschke
Leiana Rivera Lorena Guerra Max Spinelli Brian Pollock
Mitchell Belch Daniel Romolton Talluhah Hampton Sean Standley Roger Rhodes
Rachel Cose James Sears Sterling Hargrove Kaci Stephens Tony Rivas
Euris Manuel Justin Shelton Aaron Harris Dominique Thomas Jamaal Sanders
Brett Ruch Matthew Singleton Shelby Harris Dominique Thompson Jerry Shoup
Ishmar Sanchez Sarah Skilbred Bryana Hart Derek Torres Jerel Sledge
Jairo Selvera Jasmine Smith Fabion Hawthorne Scott Travers Donte Slocum
Malinda Watkins Christopher Toombs Blake Heath Trifon Valencia Ashley Spencer
Ian Tracy Ian Heffelfinger Brandon Vazquez Zachary Steed
Senior Airman Ryan Vick Anthony Henry Timothy Vonstorch John Swint
Zachary Wallace Cory Hinton Tan Wade Michael Taylor
Revelle Andrews Shawn Ward Christopher Holmes Ryan Wakerlig Jose Velazquezcruz
Lanae Bulino Latia Wilkins Justin Hopelian Marcus Walker Sarah Weekley
Dannyel Butte Kevin Hrabik Christopher Watson Charles Wilcox
Thomas Cawley Staff Sergeant Wyatt Johnson Wilfredo Western Ortiz Joseph Wilson
Zachary Dail Nathaniel Judd Leah White
Antonio Deleon Marissa Alcantara Christopher Kain Corey Wood Master Sergeant
Tyler Dumesnil Chad Anderson Yaal Kand Christopher Woods
James Gregorio Brandon Ashley Reva Kernan Randy Aikens
Danica Guerrero Dustin Barrow David Kidwell Technical Sergeant Craig Belcher
David Guilbaud Johnathon Bates Michael Kimbrell Michael Blout
Nicholas Hearns Kelsey Bauers Dylan King Steven Adamski Michael Busha
Adam Heemstra Andrew Brockman Roger Kwon Jasper Almosara Thomas Caracane
Nichole Jordan James Brouillard Christopher Lecomte Alan Bergstrom Raymond Ford
Cassidy King Lazarion Brown Luis Lopez Lima Jason Burnhisel Justin Mohr
Mason Landon Sean Brown Christopher Mathis Carl Cassulo Matthew Moore
Jared Little Nicholas Bunch Richard Mcclary Christy Daniels Jeffrey Morris
Nicholas Logie Brandon Burr Kyle Mcdaniel David Davis Justin Mullins
Tyler Lukasiak John Caldwell Sarah Moore Virginia Egley Jason Ramirez
Teran Malvasia Nicholas Cannon Megan Morgan Paul Geno Mary Teso
Nathan Mcgaha Adam Conn Christopher Murphey Elliott Gossett David Vega Jimenez
Every Airman’s story is “Within the profes- business’,” said General and their families. “Our
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different, but they all have
families who have been
impacted by the decision
of joining the Air Force.

sion of arms, much of
what we do relies upon the
military family ... because
this is truly a ‘family

David L. Goldfein, Chief
of Staff of the Air Force,
in an article regarding the
importance of Airman

nation is strengthened by
our communities, and our
communities are strength-
ened by our families.”
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